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silent work; therefore, you do not know them. I invite you to
see their work. It is hard but pleasurable. It will give you joy,
greater than your cricket or tennis. I have repeatedly said that
money will come if I have real, intelligent, honest workers. As a
boy of 18 I began my education in begging. I have seen that
money can be found easily if we have the right kind of workers.
Money alone will never satisfy me. I would ask you to pledge
yourselves to devote a definite number of spare hours to Harijan
service. As you, Mr. President, have said, I am a dreamer. I am
indeed a practical dreamer. My dreams are not airy nothings,
I want to convert my dreams into realities as far as possible.
Therefore, I must hasten to auction the gifts I have received
from you.

Harijan, 17-11-1933
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Gandhiji's acquaintance with the students of Madras is as
old as 1896 and they have ever maintained their relations with
him. However much men of the older generation may hesitate
to abolish this curse, the students, he said, should show their
readiness to work for the reform and to serve the Harijans in
a concrete manner. Gandhiji asked them to take the broom and
the bucket and clean out all the dirty Harijan quarters of
Madras and to serve the Harijans in a variety of ways. " If you
want/' he said, " to convince Hindu society that untouchabUity
cannot be part of religion, and that it is a hideous error, you
have to develop character and to show in your lives that to be-
lieve in some people being touchables and some untouchables is
not religion but the reverse. If you have no character to lose,
people will have no faith in you. You will have to move among
the masses; you will have to bring about a change in their
hearts. The so-called orthodox do not represent the masses, nor
do they represent the correct interpretation of the scriptures.
They can react on the masses. But character alone will have
effect on the masses. Masses will not argue. They will simply

* From a speech delivered before the students of Madras,